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Abuse, Department of State Health Services  
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DFPS Family Representative 
HOGG Foundation for Mental Health 

 
Belinda Carlton  
Texas Council for Developmental Disabilities   

 
Lauren Cohen, Youth Coordinator 
Via Hope 

 
King Davis 
University of Texas, Center for Social Work 
Research 

 
Patti Derr, Executive Director 
Texas Federation of Families for Children’s 
Mental Health   

 

Amy Felker 

Department of State Health Services, YES 
waiver 

 
Ivy Goldstein 
Purchased Health Services, Title V  
Department of State Health Services 

 
Barbara Granger, Family Partner 
Coastal Plains Community Center 

 
Regenia Hicks, Lead Coach 
Technical Assistance Partnership 

 
Angela Hobbs-Lopez, Unit Manager 
Community Mental Health & Substance Abuse  
Department of State Health Services  
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Department of State Health Services (DSHS), 
Substance Abuse Services 

 
Angie Jackson, Family Coordinator 
Via Hope 

 
Joyce James, Director 
Center for the Elimination of Disproportionally 
and Disparities 

 
Hailey Kemp 
Texas Education Agency 

 
Tracy Levins 
Texas Juvenile Justice Department  

 
Linda Meigs 
Child & Mental Health Advocate 

 
Sharon Newcomb-Kase 
Department of State Health Services, YES waiver 

 
Mary Ellen Nudd 
Mental Health America of Texas 

 
Joanne Pierce,  
Center for the Elimination of Disproportionally 
and Disparities 

 
Rachel Samsel, Adolescent Health Coordinator 
Department of State Health Services, Title V 

 
Josette Saxton 
Texans Care for Children 

 
Barbara Sewell 
Federation of Families, Houston 

 
Pamela Thomas, Family Representative 
Texas Juvenile Justice Department  
  

 
Ashley Thornton 
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Linda Thune, Family Representative 
Department of State Health Services  

 
Monica Thyssen 
Long-Term Care Policy – Medicaid/CHIP 
Health and Human Services Commission 

 
Gyl Wadge 
Mental Health America of Texas  

 
Shanique Walker.  Youth Representative 
Texas Juvenile Justice Department   

 
Donna Wood, Department of Family & Protective Services 
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Substance Abuse Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) ~ Systems of Care Communities 

 

 
Travis County 
“The Children's Partnership” 
 
Sonia Hartman,  System of Care Manager 
 
Vena Wedge, Lead Parent 
 
Andrea Colunga 
 
Christina Kuehn 
 
Laura Peveto 
 
John Reynolds 

 
County of El Paso 
Mental Health Support Services 
 
Rita Ruelas, Director 
 
Rebecca Melendez, Mental Health Consultant 
 
Linda Wiley, Mental Health Consultant 
 

 
Harris County “Systems of Hope” 
 
Pam Schaffer, Project Director 
 
Tammy Foster, Lead Parent 
 
 

 
Rural Children’s Initiative (RCI)  
Serves: Lamb, Floyd, Hale, Briscoe, Motley, Dickens, Bailey, Palmer, 
Castro, Swisher, and Crosby County 
 
Kay Brotherton, Director 
 
Jere Newton, Family Partner 
 
Michael Cox, Youth Engagement Specialist 
 

 
Hand in Hand: Planting Seeds for Healthy Families 
Serves: Hood, Johnson, Palo Pinto, Parker, and Tarrant counties 
(Previous SAMHSA initiative served City of Fort Worth, “Community 
Solutions””) 
 
Charles Hoffman, Project Director 
 
Allison Giles, Community Liaison 
 
Stephanie Norton, Clinical Director 
 
Kay Barkin, Family Partner 
 

 



 

ASSET Expansion Communities 

Bexar County 

 
Elizabeth Ball , Director, Children and Adolescent Services 
Center for Healthcare Services, Bexar County 
 

 

 
F. Leanne Lindsey, TIFI Project Director 
 

Travis County Panhandle 

 
Sonia Hartman,  System of Care Manager 
Travis County Health and Human Services and Veteran Services 
 

 
Jim Womack, Director of Planning and Public Information 
Texas Panhandle Centers, Behavioral and Developmental Health 
 
Bud Schertler, Executive Director 
 
Melynn Huntley 
 
Amy Hord 
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Texas Institute for Excellence in Mental Health, Center for Social Work 
Research at University of Texas at Austin  
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Texas Institute for Excellence in Mental Health, Center for Social Work 
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Rich Edwards 
Texas Institute for Excellence in Mental Health, Center for Social Work 
Research at University of Texas at Austin 
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Texas Institute for Excellence in Mental Health, Center for Social Work 
Research at University of Texas at Austin  
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Office of Program Coordination for Children and Youth, Health and Human 
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